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Preface: Proceedings of the 50th Annual Conference on Magnetism and
Magnetic Materials, 30 October-3 November 2005, San Jose,

California
Randall H. Victora

General Chair, 50th Annual Conference on Magnetism and Magnetic Materials

(Presented on 28 April 2006; published online 16 May 2006)

[DOLI: 10.1063/1.2208567]

The Conference on Magnetism and Magnetic Materials
celebrated its 50th anniversary at the Fairmont Hotel in San
Jose, CA, from 30 October to 3 November 2005. There were
1548 registrants, making it the largest stand-alone Confer-
ence in the history of MMM. In fact, the attendance ex-
ceeded most Joint Conferences with the notable exception of
the San Francisco MMM-Intermag in 1998. The program
was also unusually large, with 1405 contributed papers (out
of 2142 submitted), 5 symposia, 1 tutorial, and 28 individual
invited speakers. A feature unusual to this MMM was a ple-
nary session featuring five distinguished speakers, each dis-
cussing an important achievement that corresponded
(roughly) to each decade of the Conference. These talks in-
cluded basic science, new discoveries in materials, and future
directions. Listed chronologically, they were:

(I) Magnetism and magnetic fluctuations in one, two,
and three dimensions, Robert J. Birgeneau, University
of California, Berkeley

(2) Computational quantum magnetism: then and now,
Arthur J. Freeman, Northwestern University

(3) Innovation via insurrection: Nd-Fe-B permanent
magnets, Jan F. Herbst, General Motors

(4) Early development of thin film heads, David A.
Thompson, IBM (retired)

(5) From GMR to the nascent fields of spintronics, Albert
Fert, Université Paris-Sud

The session filled the Fairmont’s largest ballroom and
included two attendees of the original MMM Conference 50
years ago: Anthony S. Arrott and Marcel W. Muller. (There
was no MMM Conference in 1985, owing to the San Fran-
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cisco ICM that year.) After the talks, champagne, cake, ap-
petizers, and other beverages were used to celebrate the oc-
casion. Souvenir pub glasses were provided to all attendees,
hopefully encouraging good memories of the occasion.

In an effort to reduce registration fees, several innova-
tions were introduced. The Conference became all electronic,
thus dispensing with the added expense of overhead projec-
tors. The default registration included a CD-ROM of the pro-
ceedings rather than the traditional two-volume set. The
Tuesday Bierstube was sponsored by one of our supporting
companies, thus alleviating that expense. The overall effect
was to reduce the full advance registration fee by approxi-
mately 10%.

This year’s meeting retained several ideas introduced at
recent MMM Conferences. In particular, best student presen-
tation awards were given, and there was also an award for
best poster presentation at each of the seven poster sessions.
This was the first Conference operating fully under the new
IEEE-PCI (AIP) Memorandum of Understanding that al-
lowed the previous (49th) Conference to forward its surplus
to this Conference: These funds partly supported the expense
of the 50th anniversary celebration.

Finally, the success of this Conference stems largely
from the approximately 80 volunteers who contributed their
time and energy and from the dedicated staff at AIP and
Courtesy Associates. On behalf of the Conference, I would
like to thank these workers for their efforts. I am also thank-
ful for the opportunity to lead this special Conference, and I
look forward to its continued success for many years to
come.
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