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The American Institute of Physics was founded in 1931
and chartered as a membership corporation for the pur-
poses of the advancement and diffusion of knowledge
of the science of physics—and its applications to human
welfare. To this end, it is the purpose of AIP to under-
take, among other measures:

• the publication of scientific journals;
• to serve the public by making available reliable infor-

mation on physics and its progress;
• to cooperate with other physics-related organizations

to promote unity and effectiveness of effort; and
• to foster the relations of physics to other sciences and

to the arts and industries.

In order to achieve its purpose, AIP serves physics and
related fields of science and technology by serving its
Member Societies, individual scientists, educators, stu-
dents, research and development leaders, and the gen-
eral public with program, services and publications—
Information That Matters.

AIP has set four goals—umbrella, pricing, image, and
timeliness—for its programs, services, and publications.
They are:

• value-added, naturally recognizable umbrella ser-
vices for Member Societies and other constituencies;

• a financially viable enterprise based on a pricing
model that is also viable for our customers;

• an improved image of physics and physicists through
programs and publication information; and

• processes and procedures that improve the time-
liness and thereby the effectiveness of all we do.

There are over 127,000 scientists represented by the
Institute through its Members Societies. In addition, ap-
proximately 4,800 individuals in over 700 colleges and
universities are members of the Institute’s Society of
Physics Students, which includes the honor society
Sigma Pi Sigma. Industry is represented through 37
Corporate Associates members. AIP’s flagship maga-
zine, Physics Today, reaches all of these people and
organizations.
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Founded in 1901, NIST is a non-regulatory federal
agency within the U.S. Commerce Department’s Tech-
nology Administration. NIST’s mission is to promote
U.S. innovation and industrial competitiveness by ad-
vancing measurement science, standards, and technol-
ogy in ways that enhance economic security and im-
prove our quality of life. NIST carries out its mission in
four cooperative programs:

• the NIST Laboratories, conducting research that
advances the nation’s technology infrastructure and is
needed by U.S. industry to continually improve prod-
ucts and services;

• the Baldrige National Quality Program, which pro-
motes performance excellence among U.S. manufac-
turers, service companies, educational institutions,
and health care providers; conducts outreach pro-
grams and manages the annual Malcolm Baldrige Na-
tional Quality Award, which recognizes performance
excellence and quality achievement;

• the Manufacturing Extension Partnership, a nation-
wide network of local centers offering technical and
business assistance to smaller manufacturers; and

• the Advanced Technology Program, which acceler-
ates the development of innovative technologies for
broad national benefit by co-funding R&D partner-
ships with the private sector.

NIST has an operating budget of about $930 million and
operates in two locations: Gaithersburg, MD (headquar-
ters and Boulder, CO. NIST employs about 2900 scien-
tists, engineers, technicians, and support and adminis-
trative personnel. About 1800 NIST associates
complement the staff. In addition, NIST partners with
1400 manufacturing specialists and staff at nearly 350
affiliated centers around the country.

NIST Standard Reference Data: For 30 years, NIST
has provided well-documented numeric data to scien-
tists and engineers for use in technical problem-solving,
research, and development. These recommended val-
ues are based on data which have been extracted from
the world’s literature, assessed for reliability, and then
evaluated to select the preferred values. These data
activities are conducted by scientists at NIST and in
university data centers.


